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CONFERENCE TO DISCUSS FUTURE OF KENT’S MUSIC EDUCATION
Kent Music is hosting a one-day conference for those involved with the county’s music education to look collectively and creatively at the way forward in light of the latest government recommendations.
The Henley Review, commissioned by the Department of Education, sets out a national plan outlining expectations for consistent delivery of music education for all children irrespective of where they live in England. It will be rolled out in the next few years.
More than 100 representatives from Kent schools, academies and cultural organisations will gather at the East Malling Conference Centre on Friday October 14 to address the impact of the Henley Review and to begin a music education strategy for the county. It will be know as the Music Education Hub for Kent.
Keynote speaker is Marc Jaffrey OBE, who led the highly successful Music Manifesto campaign to champion music education in the UK. He was an independent government adviser and is a Fellow of the Royal Society for the Arts. Chairing the conference is Richard Finn, chairman of Kent Music trustees, and the organisation’s chief executive Peter Bolton will be setting out ideas for the future.
While most of the day will be devoted to discussion groups, it will also be peppered with performances by some of the county’s young musicians.
Peter Bolton said: “While music education in Kent has always been considered as among the best in the country, the Henley Review will impact on how services are delivered. It is hoped this conference will give those involved the chance to express their views for the way forward.

“Discussion topics will focus on early learning through to secondary school and out of school provision, plus community music. We’ll also be tackling issues such as music education for young people in challenging circumstances as well as provision for the gifted and talented.
“In addition, a digital strategy will discuss the part new technology will play in future plans.”
For more information about the conference, please visit www.kent-music.com.
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Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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