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KENT TO RECEIVE LARGEST MUSIC EDUCATION FUNDING
Kent Music has welcomed the Government’s ‘National Plan for Music Education’ released on Friday (November 25) which allocates the county the highest funding in England.
The Department of Education plan aims to ensure every child has the opportunity to play a musical instrument and to progress their abilities. A new formula allocates funds per pupil with a top-up based on children receiving free school meals. Over three years, Kent will see its allocation rise from £1.67 million per year to £1.73 million.
Peter Bolton, Kent Music’s chief executive, said: “This is good news for Kent as we will see a rise in music education funding which will have a positive impact for young people in the county. We will be able to reach every child in a way that we haven’t been able to in the past.
“Previously, we have been under funded compared to other parts of the country. The new formula addresses this imbalance.”

The new plan requires geographic hubs to be formed across local authority areas fronted by a lead organisation. These will provide the coordination, bidding expertise and delivery of funds from Arts Council England.
Following a successful music education conference in October attended by Kent schools, teachers and cultural organisations, a steering group led by Kent Music was formed to devise the county’s funding bid.

The ‘Music Education Hub for Kent’ will become operational in August and based on  collaborative partnerships with Kent Music, Kent County Council, schools, academies, universities and music organisations.
For more information about Kent Music, please visit www.kent-music.com.
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Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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