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KENT COMPOSER COMES HOME FOR 50TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
Internationally-performed composer Benjamin Oliver, a former member of Kent County Youth Orchestra, is returning to his roots by writing a concerto to celebrate the orchestra’s 50th anniversary year.

Ben’s piece will be one of the highlights of a concert at Mote Hall, Maidstone on Saturday September 7, in which he will conduct KCYO contemporary Ivo Neame, one of the UK’s most exciting young jazz pianists, backed by current members of the orchestra.
Both musicians developed their talents during their teens, playing in Kent’s county orchestras and ensembles.

Ben, who grew up in Chatham, said: “I had my first piano lesson on my sixth birthday. My mother was a pianist and I would listen to her practise and I hounded her to have a go myself.”

He was a pupil at Rochester Math School, where he was encouraged by the head of music, Trevor Brearley, as well as making music in his spare time at Medway Music Centre.

Ben became involved with Kent’s county orchestras after he took up the flute at the age of 10. This introduced him to ensemble playing and up to the age of 22 he played in several orchestras at county level and attended the Kent Music Summer School held annually at Benenden School. 
Ben said: “I owe a great debt to many tutors and mentors at Kent Music. Among them are my flute teacher Margaret Pether, one of the flute tutors at Benenden, Kirsten Spratt, musical director Alan Vincent, and Geoff Dixon, who continues to manage the orchestra.”
He said: “KCYO was a very important part of my life and I have made many friends among people with whom I have made music. My family still lives around Chatham and Rochester so I get back to Kent quite often and I have recently spent a lot of time in Canterbury involved in musical projects.

“It was a great honour to be asked to compose a piece for the anniversary concert. I immediately asked if I could write something for the jazz pianist Ivo Neame, who was a contemporary of mine in KCYO and was delighted when Geoff helped to make it possible.
“Ivo’s amazing playing has provided much of the inspiration for the piece – I’m currently listening to the album Birds by saxophonist Marius Neset, which features Ivo on piano.

“I’ve come up with the title Loop Concerto and I’m trying to make it a fun piece – fun to play and fun to listen to – that sits in the space between jazz and classical music. In some ways it is a typical concerto, with a fast first movement, then a slower second and a faster third.

“My plan is to develop the relationship between the solo instrument and the orchestra, so it begins with the orchestra creating a landscape in which the piano can sit, then brings the piano out on its own, and finally has the two elements duelling, all the time creating plenty of space for Ivo to improvise.”
Ben has a broad approach to composition, using a piano, a computer and old-fashioned pen and paper, whatever is convenient and helps the ideas to flow. He is keeping soloist Ivo and orchestra manager Geoff Dixon appraised of progress by sending them sound files. But it’s a hectic schedule as this isn’t the only orchestral piece he’s working on.
“Orchestral commissions are like buses – you wait for ages then two come along at once.” said Ben. “As well as the KCYO concerto, I am composing a piece for the BBC Symphony Orchestra as part of a Sound and Music Embedded Residency.”

He hopes to have Loop Concerto finished in time to take a summer holiday before returning for intensive rehearsals in Ashford at the end of August when he will conduct Ivo Neame and KCYO for the first time.
“Then it’s on to Maidstone for the gig on September 7,” said Ben. “The premiere will be alongside Britten’s Sea Interludes and Beethoven’s 9th Symphony. So no pressure then!”
About Ben Oliver

Ben Oliver is a composer, electronic musician and pianist, and was recently appointed as Lecturer in Composition at the University of Southampton. Born in 1981, Ben grew up in Chatham and in 2005 graduated from the University of Leeds with distinction in his MMus in Composition. He completed his DPhil in Composition with Sam Hayden at the University of Sussex in 2010. Ben’s music has been performed internationally and in the UK by ensembles including: London Sinfonietta (Sounds New 2012); Orkest de Ereprijs (International Young Composers Meeting 2010, The Netherlands); Ostrava Banda (Ostrava Days Festival 2009, Czech Republic); Aarhus Sinfonietta (Sounds New 2011); Leeds University Union Symphony Orchestra; Black Dyke and Rothwell Temperance Brass Bands; LIMA Orchestra; Dan Stern’s Woodwork (London Jazz Festival 2008); The Mobius Ensemble with Hackney CYM Children’s Choir (Spitalfields Festival 2010); Yorkshire Philharmonic Choir; Retorica Duo (Odessa Festival 2008, Ukraine); Musarc (London Festival of Architecture 2010); Kosmos; EMFEB Chamber Orchestra; and Leeds Sinfonia. Ben was chosen as one of two winners of the International Composer Pyramid (ICP) 2010, set-up by the Sounds New Contemporary Music Festival, UK, with Coups de Vents, France.  As a result his piece, Smash and Grab, was performed by the Aarhus Ensemble at the Sounds New Festival 2011, where it was recorded by BBC Radio 3. He was also chosen as one of three winners of the ICP 2011, which led to Momentum being performed by the London Sinfonietta at Sounds New 2012. He recently took part in the final stage of the ICP and did not win but was voted as favourite piece by the audiences in the UK and France and the ensemble. Ben also conducts the Workers Union Ensemble, who recently received funding from the PRS for Music Foundation to undertake a 2013 commissioning programme.
Notes to editors

· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
· The concert at Mote Hall, Maidstone on Saturday September 7, will also feature Beethoven’s Choral Symphony, Zadok the Priest by Handel, and Four Sea Interludes by Britten. Tickets are priced £16, £14 and £6 (box office 01622 358402).
· Kent’s county youth orchestras include Kent County Youth Orchestra, Kent Schools Orchestra, Kent Youth Chamber Orchestra, Kent Youth Wind Orchestra and Kent Schools Wind Band. For further information on Kent Music’s County Groups, visit www.kent-music.com or call on 01622 691212.
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