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MUSICIANS PRESENT £550 TO DEMELZA HOUSE CHARITY
Musicians who attend the Medway Towns Music Centre, run by Kent Music, presented a cheque for £550 to the Kent children’s cancer charity Demelza House at a concert on Saturday June 29.
The money was raised at a jazz evening in April at the Thorndyke Arts Centre when three ensembles consisting of more than 100 performers entertained a packed house and collected more than £1,000.
The remaining money raised will be used to support music bursaries at the centre which is Kent’s busiest and has more than 250 members aged from six to 76 playing music in Chatham and Rochester.
Two of the groups taking part were directed by former students of the Medway Towns Music Centre, Jeremy Shoobridge and Phill Hyde, who have both worked together on a number of the jazz evenings in the past which have to date raised more than £5,000 for charitable organisations.
Ends
Notes to editors

· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.

· Kent’s county youth orchestras include Kent County Youth Orchestra, Kent Schools Orchestra, Kent Youth Chamber Orchestra, Kent Youth Wind Orchestra and Kent Schools Wind Band. For further information on Kent Music’s County Groups, visit www.kent-music.com or call on 01622 691212.
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Picture shows: (left to right) Stephen Farrell, from the Friends of Medway Towns Music Centre; Bridget Overton from Demelza; Norman Boniface, 76, eldest member of Force 10 ensemble; youngest Force 10 members Edward Hyde and Sam Cox, both nine; Peter Bolton, chief executive of Kent Music; and Deputy Mayoress of Medway, Councillor Jane Etheridge.
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