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GENERATIONS OF MUSICIANS CELEBRATE 50 YEARS OF ORCHESTRA
The 50th anniversary concert of Kent County Youth Orchestra on April 6 will bring together some of the orchestra’s first members, now in their 60s, and the latest crop of the county’s young musical talent, aged between 13 and 21.

Ana looks forward to landmark concerts

First violin Ana Vandepeer, 17, will lead the orchestra in a recreation of the programme from Kent County Youth Orchestra’s inaugural performance in Tunbridge Wells in 1963 ​- watched by some of the people who played in it, invited as special guests.
Ana said: “I'm looking forward to finding out how much KCYO has changed over the 50 years and it will be interesting to share thoughts and stories with former members.
“I feel so honoured to be a part of the 50th anniversary celebrations. After the last concert, the whole orchestra was buzzing with excitement from celebrating with Guillermo Scarabino as it is also his 50th anniversary as a conductor. I can't wait for the next two big concerts.”
Ana, a student at St Edmund’s School, Canterbury, has been first violin in KCYO since April 2010 and became leader in January 2012. She has been playing the violin and piano since the age of four and last year was named Marlowe Young Musician of the Year.
“Playing the violin has been part of my life ever since I remember, and I enjoy the fact that learning the violin is endless, interesting and satisfying,” said Ana. “It is also a good way of making music with like-minded musicians.”
Ana said that the team spirit of KCYO was evident as soon as she joined, with everyone appreciating and loving the music that they played and respecting all the other players, tutors and conductors.

“During our regular residential courses there are social events every night, bringing the orchestra together, and it is always great fun. All share similar interests which is so important in rehearsals, as well as in our free time,” she said.
As well as playing with KCYO, Ana played in the Junior Guildhall Symphony Orchestra and is currently leader of her school's symphony orchestra. She has also been part of various chamber music recitals and concerts in Kent and London, playing the violin, piano and singing.
She said: “I have been lucky enough to play at venues such as Birmingham Symphony Hall, St John Smith's Square, Queen Elizabeth Hall and Leeds Town Hall, and I have worked with Peter Stark and was selected to participate in a conductor's course with Natalia Luis-Bassa.”
In September she will be taking up a place at the Royal Northern College of Music to study violin and hopes to forge a career in music as a member of a leading orchestra or string quartet. But for now her focus is on the challenge of KCYO’s anniversary concerts, organised by Kent Music, on April 6 and September 7.
Ana said: “I think I'm equally nervous and looking forward to the concerts at the same time. The repertoire is so exciting but we'll have to be on the ball and work as best we can in order to make it as special as possible.”
Jannine recalls ‘tremedous excitement and expectation’
Jannine Hyde, then Jannine Seggery, played the trumpet in the first KCYO concert in 1963. She is now retired but taught music for the whole of her working life, the last 20 years as head of music at The Folkestone School for Girls, in Kent.

She continues to make music as a member of the White Cliffs Symphonic Winds – a concert band that is made up mainly of former professional players and whose repertoire contains a good deal of challenging contemporary music.
Jannine said: “KCYO grew out of the annual choral and orchestral course that used to be held during the Easter holidays.  It was announced at the 1963 course that a youth orchestra was to be formed and that it would meet for the first time in the summer. There was a tremendous feeling of excitement and expectation.”
Jannine said she felt honoured to have been selected for KCYO and the experience of being tutored by some of the best players in the country at the time helped her to develop her own playing.

“The programmes chosen for us to play encompassed a wide range of musical styles and I particularly valued the opportunity to play works by 20th Century composers such as Stravinsky, Hindemith, Walton and Shostakovich,” she said. “Although I was fortunate to attend a school with a good music department, I would never have had the opportunity to experience this music at first hand.”
She added: “I am greatly looking forward to meeting up with people from the original course although there is a touch of sadness that the original trumpet soloist, Barry Kerry, was tragically killed in a car crash at the start of what promised to be a fine career.”
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Notes to editors

· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
· KCYO is celebrating its anniversary with three concerts. The first was held on January 2 and the two remaining concerts will be held on Saturday, April 6 at 7.30pm – Mote Hall, Maidstone – Conductor: Kenneth Woods and Saturday September 7 at 7.30pm – Mote Hall, Maidstone – Conductor: Alan Vincent
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LANDMARK CONCERT: Ana Vandepeer (left) and Jannine Hyde

