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SAX STAR JOHN HARLE JOINS YOUTH ORCHESTRA FOR CONCERT
Kent County Youth Orchestra are teaming up with internationally-renowned saxophonist, composer, conductor and record producer John Harle in a summer concert at Margate’s Winter Gardens on Saturday August 29.
John Harle, who lives in Goodnestone, Kent, has written scores of themes for TV and film, including the Silent Witness drama series and the Cannes Film Festival award-winning movie score Prick Up Your Ears with Stanley Myers

As well as playing a host of great music written for films including Star Wars, Out of Africa and The Big Country the orchestra will join John in a performance of Stanley Myers’ Saxophone Concerto.
John said: "The Stanley Myers Concert for Soprano Saxophone and Orchestra is an ambitious, large scale work for full orchestra, and was written for me just before Stanley died in 1993. It's rarely performed nowadays, which is why the opportunity to play it with KCYO is such a delight.
“There's so much for an audience to enjoy in the music - great, almost Wagnerian orchestral swells, jazzy, bluesy melodies and furious technical passages. It's a real challenge for KCYO (and me!) and I can't wait to start rehearsing with them.

“Stanley was best known for writing Cavatina, the guitar theme from the film The Deer Hunter, and you can hear echoes of Cavatina in the concerto. Stanley was a romantic at heart, and his piece is full of achingly bittersweet sangfroid.  I really hope that people come to enjoy one of the best, but also most rarely-heard, concertos for any instrument that I know.”

John Harle's own compositions embrace a wide range of styles, including opera, choral, symphonic and chamber music. His work is dramatic, accessible and often otherworldly, gaining inspiration from history, folklore and mythic stories.

In music for film and television, John’s name is synonymous with new and innovative musical ideas, vividly intermingling the materials of jazz, rock, classical music, electronics and opera. He has composed more than 100 scores including major feature films, television drama and documentaries. He won the Royal Television Society award for Best TV Theme Music for his theme for BBC1's Silent Witness, and Prick Up Your Ears won Best Artistic Achievement in a Feature Film at the Cannes Film Festival. 

He has had four commissions from the BBC Proms, including his first Opera, Angel Magick, based on the life of Elizabethan alchemist John Dee. His second opera, The Ballad of Jamie Allan was commissioned by the Sage, Gateshead, and is the story of a rogue Northumbrian piper, horse-thief and army deserter. 

Terror and Magnificence brought many of these historical influences together with vocalist Elvis Costello in a Grammy-nominated album that reached No.1 in the US Billboard charts, and culminated in sell-out concert at the Royal Festival Hall, London. 

His recent works include his own saxophone concerto The Little Death Machine (BBC Proms), City Solstice (for Kings College Cambridge Choir) and Earthlight (for the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra). He also wrote The Keys of Canterbury, a 45 minute Oratorio performed in Canterbury Cathedral in 2013. 

John is also a conductor, musical director and producer in a variety of genres, working with artists as diverse as Paul McCartney, Elvis Costello, Marc Almond, John Dankworth and Cleo Laine, Herbie Hancock, Stanley Myers, Elmer Bernstein, Ute Lemper, Lesley Garrett and Michael Nyman.
Born in 1956 in Newcastle, John first found success as the saxophone player of Michael Nyman’s band, before going on to write and perform his own material. In 1998 he was a castaway on Desert Island Discs on Radio 4. 

Orchestra manager Roger Wilson said: “We are really looking forward to working with John Harle, one of the world’s finest classical and jazz musicians, as our special guest.”
The full programme is: Out of Africa theme by John Barry; Things to Come suite by Arthur Bliss; Saxophone Concerto by Stanley Myers, featuring John Harle; The Big Country theme by Jerome Moross; Cavalleria rusticana, intermezzo by Pietro Mascagni; Twentieth Century Fox Fanfare by Alfred Newman; and Star Wars suite by John Williams.
Tickets for the concert at 7.30pm on Saturday August 29 at The Winter Gardens, Margate, are £16.50, £14.50 and £6.50 for students and are available online at www.kentcountyyouthorchestra.ticketsource.co.uk or by telephoning 0333 666 3366.
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