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JOIN THE FRIENDS OF KCYO AND HELP CONTRIBUTE TO

ANOTHER 50 YEARS OF QUALITY MUSIC-MAKING

As Kent County Youth Orchestra nears the end of its 50th anniversary year, Kent Music is appealing to music-lovers and alumni to ensure its future by becoming Friends of Kent County Youth Orchestra.
KCYO marked the climax of its golden anniversary season with a landmark concert at Mote Hall, Maidstone, featuring former and current members plus a 160-strong chorus drawn from all over Kent.

Orchestra manager Geoff Dixon said: “We created something special and inclusive in the final concert of our anniversary year, involving alumni and singers from all over Kent, and we hope that this will encourage more people to become Friends of KCYO.

“Every day we work with inspiring young people and we can see how music helps them grow. Many people who have been through the Kent County Youth Orchestra experience will tell you that it changed their lives by giving them confidence, life-long friends, a love of great music and, for many, a career.
“We need the Friends’ support to ensure that gifted young musicians in Kent continue to experience the challenge of rehearsing and performing symphonic music, coached by a dedicated group of professional players and teachers from London’s major orchestras and music colleges.”
Support from the Friends of KCYO helps the orchestra engage the best conductors, soloists and tutors for courses and performances throughout the year. Bursaries are provided for young musicians from families on low incomes, ensuring that entry to KCYO and its feeder ensembles is open to all.

There are three levels at which Friends of KCYO can contribute: Overture (£50), Concerto (£150) and Symphony (£250) each of which entitles the Friend to a range of benefits.
Overture Friends receive:
· Friends e-bulletins with the latest news from KCYO and Kent Music

· Priority booking for all KCYO concerts

· Your name listed as an Overture Friend in concert programmes

· One complimentary programme book per concert.
Concerto Friends receive:
Overture Friends benefits PLUS:

· Your name listed as a Concerto Friend in concert programmes

· Two complimentary programme books per concert.

· Two complimentary top price tickets for one KCYO concert per season
Symphony Friends receive:
Concerto Friends benefits PLUS:

· Your name listed as a Symphony Friend in concert programmes

· Complimentary programme books for you and your guests

· Two complimentary top price tickets per concert per season

· Invitation to one VIP reception per season

· Your name associated with one orchestral seat for the season, credited in the programme
UK taxpayers can claim Gift Aid on donations, meaning even more goes to help KCYO. For details of how to become a Friend of KCYO visit www.kent-music.com, email vcordina@kent-music.com or call 01622 358402.
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· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.

· Kent’s county youth orchestras include Kent County Youth Orchestra, Kent Schools Orchestra, Kent Youth Chamber Orchestra, Kent Youth Wind Orchestra and Kent Schools Wind Band. For further information on Kent Music’s County Groups, visit www.kent-music.com or call on 01622 691212.
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