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KENT COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY
WITH FORMER MEMBERS, HUGE CHOIR AND SPECIAL GUESTS

Former members, special guests and 160 singers from all over the county helped Kent County Youth Orchestra (KCYO) celebrate its 50th anniversary with a gala concert at Mote Hall, Maidstone, last Saturday (7 Sept).
Classic FM and BBC Radio 3 presenter Tommy Pearson, who introduced the concert and gave a talk on the history of the orchestra, was one of three KCYO alumni taking part.
Composer and KCYO alumnus Ben Oliver conducted the world premiere of his Loop Concerto, commissioned specially for the anniversary. The piece is composed for orchestra and piano and the solo piano part was played by another KCYO alumnus, the acclaimed jazz pianist Ivo Neame.
Alan Vincent, the orchestra’s former music director, conducted the rest of the programme which consisted of Beethoven’s Choral Symphony, Zadok the Priest by Handel, and Four Sea Interludes by Britten.

The concert also marked the launch of a Friends scheme for KCYO giving people the opportunity to support the orchestra in the future.
Kent Music chief executive Peter Bolton said: “Kent County Youth Orchestra has earned a reputation as one of the UK’s leading youth orchestras and it was inspiring for both the performers and the audience to unite former and current members to celebrate 50 years of musical achievement. We hope that more music-lovers in Kent will become Friends of KCYO to ensure the orchestra continues for another 50 years.”
KCYO was founded by the Hungarian conductor Béla de Csilléry, who was appointed Kent County Music Adviser in 1962. The orchestra performed its first concert at the County Grammar School for Girls in Tunbridge Wells on August 16, 1963.

KCYO has performed at many prestigious venues including the Royal Festival Hall, the Royal Albert Hall and at the second-largest opera house in the world, the Teatro Colon, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in front of a full-house of 2,500.

Meeting three times a year during school holidays, KCYO offers a unique opportunity for gifted young musicians in Kent to experience the challenge of rehearsing and performing symphonic music to the highest possible standard, coached by a dedicated group of professional players and teachers from London’s major orchestras and music colleges.
Many former members of the orchestra have gone on to achieve great things in the world of music, across all areas of performance, education and presentation.

To find out more about Kent County Youth Orchestra, and Kent Music’s other county ensembles, visit www.kent-music.com.
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· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
· Kent’s county youth orchestras include Kent County Youth Orchestra, Kent Schools Orchestra, Kent Youth Chamber Orchestra, Kent Youth Wind Orchestra and Kent Schools Wind Band. For further information on Kent Music’s County Groups, visit www.kent-music.com or call on 01622 691212.
Press enquiries

For more information, images and interviews, please contact:
Pip Clarkson at Edwards Harvey PR & Marketing

Tel: 01622 604600
Email: pip.clarkson@edwardsharvey.com
