PRESS RELEASE

Issued on behalf of Kent Music

December 2015
MICHAEL RETURNS TO CONDUCT KENT COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Kent County Youth Orchestra, conducted by Michael Seal, performs classics by Mussorgsky, Arvo Part, Mahler and Shostakovich in a Winter Concert at Mote Park, Maidstone, on Saturday, January 2, at 7.30pm.
Tickets are £16.50, £15.50, £14.50 and £6.50 for students and are available online at www.kentcountyyouthorchestra.ticketsource.co.uk or by telephoning 0333 666 3366.

Kent-born Michael Seal, who was a member of KCYO from 1985 to 1990, is now Associate Conductor of the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. He returned to conduct the KCYO’s winter concert last year and is looking forward to working with this year’s crop of talented young musicians.
He will conduct the Kent County Youth Orchestra in performances of Night on a Bare Mountain by Mussorgsky; Cantus in memoriam Benjamin Britten by Arvo Part; Adagietto from Symphony No.5 by Mahler; and Symphony No.10 by Shostakovich.
Michael, 44, grew up in Rochester; his family lived in Beatty Road and he attended Chatham Grammar School for Boys.
He studied violin and composition at the Birmingham Conservatoire and has studied conducting with Jonathan Del Mar, Sakari Oramo, Andris Nelsons and Jorma Panula. He joined the Second Violins of the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra in 1992.
In March 2011, Michael Seal was appointed Associate Conductor of the CBSO and has conducted the CBSO in many prestigious concerts, appearing with them at the Aldeburgh and Malvern Festivals, as well as venues in London, Manchester and the Midlands. Michael has appeared as guest conductor for the BBC Symphony Orchestra, and has also worked with BBC National Orchestra of Wales, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, London Philharmonic and Ulster Orchestra.
Internationally, he has conducted the Frankfurt Radio Symphony Orchestra, KBS Symphony Orchestra, Norwegian Radio Orchestra, Odense Symphony Orchestra, Orquestra Academia del Instituto Superior de Arte del Teatro Colon, Orquestra Filarmonica de Buenos Aires and both RTE Concert and National Symphony Orchestras.

He lives in Kings Norton, Birmingham, with his wife Sue and two daughters.

Orchestra manager Roger Wilson said: “Michael conducted the orchestra in an excellent concert last year and we are delighted to welcome him back. KCYO offers young musicians from across the county the opportunity to play symphonic music to a high standard, coached and conducted by professional musicians of the highest calibre.”
For more details, or to obtain tickets, visit www.kent-music.com or call 01622 691212.
ends
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Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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