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YOUTH ORCHESTRA ENDS 2016 WITH NEW YEAR’S EVE CONCERT
Kent County Youth Orchestra, conducted by Kent-born Michael Seal, rounds off another successful year with a New Year’s Eve concert at Mote Hall, Maidstone.
The orchestra’s winter concert has a Russian theme with performances of Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 4, Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No. 2 and Glinka’s Overture to Ruslan und Lyudmila.
Michael Seal, who grew up in Rochester and was a member of KCYO from 1985 to 1990, returns for the third time to conduct the orchestra’s winter concert. The former pupil of Chatham Grammar School for Boys is now Associate Conductor of the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. He is in the middle of a busy 2016-17 season which includes several appearances with the CBSO, plus return visits to the BBC Philharmonic, BBC Symphony, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, London Philharmonic, Bournemouth Symphony and Orquestra Academia del Instituto Superior de Arte del Teatro Colon.
The performance of Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No. 2 will feature soloist Vincent Barrella, who studied at the Royal Academy of Music. He has combined a busy freelance and teaching career, performing concertos, solo works, chamber music and song repertoire. In 2001, Vincent was awarded the prestigious ARAM, Associate of the Royal Academy of Music, one of the highest awards given to former students. In 2005, he was elected as a member of the Examiners’ Panel for Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music and teaches music at Tonbridge School and Highgate School.

The concert starts at 3pm and tickets are £6 to £15, available online at https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/date/307637.
KCYO manager Hazel Bliss said: “Once again, Michael Seal is returning to his home county of Kent to lead the orchestra in an afternoon concert which should prove the perfect prelude to the New Year’s Eve celebrations.”
For more details, or to obtain tickets, visit www.kent-music.com or call 01622 691212.
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