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KENT COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA LOOKS TO NEXT 50 YEARS
Kent County Youth Orchestra will perform works by Tchaikovsky, Saint-Saens and Dvorak in January as the ensemble looks towards another half century of success following its landmark 50th anniversary year.
Kenneth Woods will conduct the orchestra and soloist Matthew Sharp in performances of Romeo & Juliet Fantasy Overture by Tchaikovsky; Cello Concerto No 2 in D minor by Saint-Saens; and Symphony No 8 in G major by Dvorak.

Tickets for the concert at 7.30pm on Saturday, January 4 at Mote Hall, Maidstone Leisure Centre are £16, £14 and £6 for students and are available from the box office on 01622 358402.
For the first time, the ensemble will welcome a special set of VIP guests after launching the Friends of Kent County Youth Orchestra, in the wake of its 50th anniversary celebrations, last September.
Orchestra manager Geoff Dixon, who retires in January after 21 years working with KYCO, said: “We need the Friends’ support to continue our work with gifted young musicians from all over Kent. KCYO gives them the chance to rehearse and perform symphonic music, coached by a dedicated group of professional players and teachers from London’s major orchestras and music colleges.”
Support from the Friends of KCYO helps the orchestra engage the best conductors, soloists and tutors for courses and performances throughout the year. Bursaries are provided for young musicians from families on low incomes, ensuring that entry to KCYO and its feeder ensembles is open to all.

There are three levels at which Friends of KCYO can contribute: Overture (£50), Concerto (£150) and Symphony (£250) each of which entitles the Friend to a range of benefits.

UK taxpayers can claim Gift Aid on donations, meaning even more goes to help KCYO. For details of how to become a Friend of KCYO visit www.kent-music.com, email vcordina@kent-music.com or call 01622 358402.
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Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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