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SEASONAL CONCERT CELEBRATES 30 YEARS OF SONG
Former members of Kent Youth Choir will perform with the current crop of young singers in a Christmas concert which celebrates the 30th anniversary of the singing group.
The concert, featuring Kent Youth Choir and Kent Youth Singers is at St Mary the Virgin Church, Ashford, on Monday December 23 at 7pm, and will feature music inspired by the festive season.
Jo Fitzmaurice, who manages the choirs for Kent Music, said: “We are delighted to welcome former members to join us as we celebrate 30 years. Our choirs, supported by our amazing team of gifted tutors, vocal coaches and conductors, have been working hard to make this a memorable festive occasion and the perfect start to the Christmas holiday.
“About 30 former members will be taking part in a weekend rehearsal before joining the youngsters for some movements from the Rachmaninoff Vespers, Parry’s I Was Glad and to mark the recent sad passing of Sir John Tavener, the choir will perform his very beautiful work The Lamb. There will, of course, be a couple of traditional carols in which everyone can sing along.”

Tickets, priced at £8 (£5 concessions) are available on the door and the audience is invited to enjoy great music in the beautiful surroundings of this historic church, mentioned in The Domesday Book.
Kent Youth Choir was formed in January 1983 and since then its members have performed in a range of inspiring venues including Ightham Mote, Chilham Castle, Coventry Cathedral and London’s Royal Festival Hall and enjoyed concert tours to France, Germany, Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg and Italy.
The choir offers talented and committed musicians between the ages of 16 and 21 opportunities for choral singing at an advanced level. Residential courses are held in the three main school holiday periods, when music of varying styles and from many periods and countries is studied at depth in preparation for public performances.

The choir has worked with visiting conductors of international repute including Scott Stroman, Bob Chilcott and David Lawrence. The choir regularly takes part in concerts throughout Kent and has performed at all of the major concert venues in London.

Its success led to the formation of three other vocal groups. The Kent County Youth Chamber Choir was formed in September 1987 from senior and former members of the Kent Youth Choir. 
The demand for places in Kent Youth Choir led to the formation of Kent Youth Singers in December 1988. KYS was formed in response to the great demand for places in the Kent Youth Choir. Membership of this lively and talented mixed choir, aged 16 to 21 years, is highly sought after and members are selected by audition from across the county. With experience gained in this group, many members go on to audition successfully for membership of KYC. The groups meet up for regular residential courses three times a year followed by public concerts at inspiring venues across the county.
The Kent Youth Barbershop also consists of senior members and is limited to eight to 12 senior male singers, recruited by invitation only, who perform at many social and musical events across the county.

Admission to the choirs is by audition; details can be found at www.kent-music.com or by calling Jo on 01622 358402. 
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Notes to editors

Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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