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MATTHEW PROPOSES AT KENT MUSIC SUMMER SCHOOL

Romance was in the air at this year’s Kent Music Summer School with students providing a musical backdrop to a surprise marriage proposal and a golden wedding anniversary celebration.

Former student Matthew Rogers proposed to his girlfriend Teresa Salamonczyk in the beautiful grounds of Benenden School before the Wind Band concert.

Oboe player Matthew, from West Malling, attended the Kent Music Summer School from 2003 to 2007 and became close friends with flautist Teresa, from Maidstone, while on the course in 2005, when both were 14 and played in the Kent Youth Wind Orchestra. Now aged 27, they live in London and plan to marry in April next year. Matthew still performs in a Big Band and the occasional orchestra concert but Teresa is a teacher and struggles to find the time.

Matthew contacted the summer school manager Phill Hyde to ask if they could make a nostalgic return to Benenden, where Matthew popped the question during a stroll in the grounds before the concert. Teresa said yes and Phill Hyde announced their engagement to a packed concert hall where they were serenaded by the course choir.
Matthew said: “The Wind Orchestra course was our favourite week in the year. We were able to play some fantastic music and make lifelong friends. I have continued to play music in a number of ensembles but I don’t think anything will quite top playing in KYWO. I will always treasure my Benenden memories – little did I know that I would also meet my future wife there.”

A week after the proposal, Kent Music Summer School tutor Alan Vincent had a second romantic surprise in store at a sell-out concert. He announced to the audience that he was celebrating his 50th wedding anniversary that week and the next piece that the choir were to perform was the huge hit from 1966, God Only Knows by the Beach Boys sung in four-part harmony by more than 150 course members. The piece received huge applause as flowers were presented to Alan’s wife Carole.
Phill Hyde said: “These courses allow musicians to flourish in an unrivalled atmosphere of encouragement, expertise and enjoyment. Lifelong friendships develop between those with similar musical interests. We are delighted for Matthew and Teresa and wish them all the best in the future.”
Kent Music Summer School is planning celebrations of its own next summer as it celebrates its 70th anniversary.
ends
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