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TEACHER DOUG RETIRES AFTER 50 YEARS WITH KENT MUSIC
Music teacher Douglas “Doug” Moore has retired at the age of 81 after 50 years delivering music lessons on behalf of Kent Music.
Doug joined the Kent Rural Music School (which became Kent Music) in September 1964 to give after-school piano lessons and went on to teach piano, flute, electronic keyboard and music theory.
At his retirement party Kent Music chief executive Peter Bolton said: “Doug has made an enormous contribution to music in Kent and many of his former students have gone on to achieve great things.”
Doug has spent all his life in music. As a child during the war years, he dabbled on a Steinway pianola and found he had a gift for the piano, so much so that at the age of 12 he was accepted to study at the Royal College of Music and won a full scholarship in 1949.

From 1951, he served three years’ National Service in the Royal East Kent Regiment (The Buffs) playing in the regimental band and learning to play the flute from the bandmaster (later Lieutenant Colonel) Trevor Sharpe.
In 1959 Doug went on to become the first music teacher at the newly-opened Maidstone Technical School (now Oakwood Park Grammar), teaching piano for Kent Music after school. When he gave up full-time teaching in 1992, he was able to take on more work for Kent Music, teaching up to 40 students, four days a week

He said: “I have taught pupils of all ages but I tended to specialise in getting the younger ones started as I’m not too big and they weren’t too frightened of me. Many have become professional musicians and teachers, and a couple are composers.”

He plans to spend more time gardening at his home in Loose, near Maidstone, watching cricket and enjoying holidays with his wife Doreen.

Kent Music also says goodbye this summer to another music teacher, Robin Hall, who retires after 45 years.
To find out about taking music lessons and the wide range of county music groups and choirs you can join, visit www.kent-music.com or call 01622 691212.

ends
Notes to editors

· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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