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KENT’S MUSIC TEACHERS EXCHANGE IDEAS AT CONFERENCE
Eighty music teachers from across the county attended this year’s Kent Talks Music Conference organised by Kent Music, last Friday (Sept 2) at The Orchards Events Centre, East Malling.
The conference enjoyed presentations from two principal guest speakers: educationalist and author Paul Harris spoke about his Simultaneous Learning approach to music teaching while Dr Rachel Drury, from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, discussed music teaching for pupils with special educational needs and disabilities in a mainstream setting.
Teachers also had the chance to take part in a body percussion workshop with Ollie Tunmer, a former cast member of the West End show STOMP, as well as a singing session with Kent music education specialist Anita Memmott, in which she suggested resources for integrating singing into instrumental learning.
In the foyer, local music industry professionals staged an exhibition, featuring displays by Artswork, DJM Music, Kent DJ Academy, Trinity College London and Trinity Laban and short lunchtime sessions with Sing Up and Rock School.
Peter Bolton, chief executive of Kent Music, said: “The Kent Talks Music Conference is a great opportunity for peripatetic music teachers who deliver individual and small group tuition across the county the chance to network with colleagues and to discuss the latest developments in music tuition.”
ends
PICTURE CAPTION: Paul Harris demonstrates his Simultaneous Learning approach with five clarinet students from Kent schools.

Notes to editors

· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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