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ORCHESTRA ONE CONCERT VIEWS PLANET EARTH FROM SPACE
More than 50 young people from across Kent staged a concert of their own original music inspired by an historic photograph of the Earth from space.

The show (on Sunday November 30) was the culmination of Orchestra ONE Project 9, held at New Line Learning and Cornwallis Academy in Maidstone over four Sundays during November.
Led by singer, instrumentalist and composer Ayanna Witter-Johnson, the eight to 18-year-olds developed their own music inspired by the “Pale Blue Dot”, an image of the Earth taken in 1990 from a distance of 3.7 billion miles by the Voyager 1 space probe.
Orchestra ONE manager Sue Marlow said: “This course also involved Six Ways to Wellbeing, part of Kent and Medway’s Live It Well wellbeing strategy, enabling participants to develop their life skills and to discover the benefits of taking part in musical activities. Creativity is highly valued and we combine beginners and advanced musicians in such a way that everyone has a way of expressing themselves through the music.”
Everyone who took part had the chance to gain an Arts Award, a nationally recognised qualification on the Qualifications and Credit Framework.
The award-winning music education project is run by Kent Music and supported by Golding Vision, Kent County Council, Rhythmix, The New Line Learning Academy and Cornwallis Academy. Tutors from Rhythmix also joined the team and Arts Award was delivered by Hand on Heart Arts.  All musical styles, instruments and levels of ability are welcome, giving classically-trained and self-taught musicians and vocalists the opportunity to create music together. Workshops are free with no audition necessary.
For more information about Orchestra ONE, email orchestraone@kent-music.com, call 01622 358406 or visit www.facebook.com/ORCHESTRAONE.
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Notes to editors

· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
· Rhythmix is one of the UK’s leading music charities, delivering a large range of music making opportunities for young people across the South East region. Rhythmix manages and delivers Musical Inclusion (Lottery funded by Youth Music) for Brighton & Hove, East Sussex, West Sussex, Kent and Surrey.
· To find out more about Ayanna Witter-Johnson, visit www.ayannamusic.com
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