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PETER TO LEAD SOUNDS NEW CONTEMPORARY MUSIC FESTIVAL

Sounds New Contemporary Music Festival in Canterbury has appointed Peter Bolton as its new chair. 

Founded in 1977, the Sounds New Contemporary Music Festival attracts distinguished performers and composers from all over the world, for a wide range of high-quality contemporary music and education programmes.
The festival takes place in several venues across the city, including the cathedral, the Marlowe Theatre and St Gregory’s Music Centre, showcasing a huge variety of artistic expression.

Peter Bolton, who has served as a board member for the festival and is also currently chief executive of Kent Music and Soundhub, has worked in arts management for nearly 30 years.
After a degree in Music at Cardiff University and postgraduate study at the Royal Northern College of Music, he worked with various festivals in this country and abroad before a stint as tour manager for The Academy of Ancient Music.  He has been the music officer for Southern Arts Board, concert hall manager for the Turner Sims Concert Hall in Southampton and chief executive and artistic director of Norfolk and Norwich Festival.
From 2004 to 2008 he ran his own business, Ovation, programming the International Orchestral Series at the Royal Concert Hall in Nottingham, working as artistic director of Petworth Festival and providing consultancy services to arts organisations throughout England. In September 2008 he took up the post of chief executive of Kent Music. Away from music he can be found on a mountain bike or windsurfing off the north Kent coast.
ends
Notes to editors

· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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