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SINGERS STILL HAVE TIME TO TAKE PART IN LANDMARK CONCERT
Singers performing Beethoven’s Choral Symphony in a concert to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Kent County Youth Orchestra begin rehearsals on Saturday June 8 but organisers say it is not too late to join the chorus.
Kent Music plans to create a large choir of up to 200 singers to perform with Kent County Youth Orchestra at Mote Hall, Maidstone on Saturday September 7, conducted by Alan Vincent.
Geoff Dixon, manager of Kent County Youth Orchestra, said: “We already have more than 150 experienced singers keen to perform and we would love to welcome more to join us, especially tenors, as we move into the first rehearsals.

“We wanted to do something special and inclusive in the third concert of Kent County Youth Orchestra’s 50th anniversary year and this event offers singers from across the county a rare opportunity to take part in such a large ensemble.”
Rehearsals will be held at Invicta Grammar School, Maidstone on Saturday June 8, Saturday June 15, Sunday June 23, Sunday June 30 and Saturday August 31, although singers need only attend three of the five rehearsals.
There is a participation fee to cover costs: £20 for adults and £10 for full-time students. Singers can find out more by contacting Kent County Music Groups on 01622 358402 or downloading an application form from www.kent-music.com.
In Beethoven’s Symphony No.9, KCYO and the Kent County Singers will be joined by soprano Julia Sporsen, mezzo Tania Holland, tenor James Edwards and bass Simon Thorpe. The concert will also feature Zadok the Priest by Handel, Four Sea Interludes by Britten and a specially-commissioned piece for jazz piano and orchestra by former Kent County Youth Orchestra member Ben Oliver.

Kent Music received a £3,000 this week from the Idlewild Trust, a grant-making trust that supports performing arts and arts education charities, which will go towards the running costs of this KCYO concert.
ends
Notes to editors

Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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