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ACADEMY TO HOST THREE BRASS BANDS FOR SHEPWAY CHILDREN
A Swedish music expert is bringing the big, bold sounds of brass to Shepway with plans to create three wind bands for young people, including complete beginners.
Band leader Christer Aberg has taught children and young people brass instruments for 40 years and has a Master of Performance (conducting) and a BA (Hons) in Brass/Wind Bands from Chichester and Sheffield Universities.
Soundhub, the music education hub for Kent, is supporting the Shepway Brass Academy, which will hold two sessions a week at Folkestone Academy Secondary site, on Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings during the school year. Pupils can register at 9.30am on Saturday November 9 with rehearsals starting on Saturday November 16.
Mark Mortimer, Soundhub projects manager, said: “Sessions will cost just £1 per child and it is a major part of Christer’s ethos to provide opportunities for those who might not otherwise be able to afford it. We hope to attract up to 90 children aged 8 to 14 from Shepway schools, whether they are complete beginners or more accomplished players.”
Tuition will be in three groups of approximately 30, a Beginner’s Band, a Training Band and a Junior Band, based on age, ability and previous knowledge of a brass instrument.

The Beginner’s Band will be for children with no previous experience of a brass instrument; the Training Band will cater for children with about one year’s tuition; and the Junior Band, an existing ensemble run by Christer, will cater for children who have developed beyond this stage.
 
Mark said: “As well as learning and having fun, the bands will be very much orientated towards performance and Christer will be putting together a schedule of events in which the children can showcase some of the music they have practised.”
To find out how to sign up for the sessions, visit www.soundhubkent.com.
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