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MARK GETS CHILDREN SINGING AND PLAYING MUSIC
Soundhub has given guitar teacher Mark Mortimer the task of inspiring Ashford and Shepway’s young people to make music over the next two years. 
One of 122 Music Education Hubs funded by Arts Council England, Soundhub, led by Kent Music, is a new organisation created to co-ordinate and commission music education programmes across Kent until March 2015.
Peter Bolton, chief executive of Kent Music and Soundhub, has assembled a team of gifted music education professionals with a wealth of experience to lead music education in different areas of the county.
The newly-appointed hub leader for Ashford and Shepway, Mark Mortimer, worked for 20 years in town planning before he decided to train for a new career in music, his life-long passion. He obtained a BMus Degree from the Canterbury Christchurch University in 2005 and then a MMus Degree in Historical Musicology with Distinction from Goldsmiths College, London, in 2008.
Before joining the Soundhub team, Mark worked as a peripatetic music teacher specialising in classical guitar, his pupils enjoying a 100 per cent success rate in exams. In his spare time he enjoys playing chess and following West Ham United.
Peter Bolton said: “Soundhub can make a real difference to children in Kent and I am delighted to have talented music educators such as Mark to push forward inspiring music education in the county. Our aim is to have more young people of all backgrounds singing and playing musical instruments together, which also helps with wider learning and social skills.” 
Soundhub was launched in 2012 after a partnership led by Kent Music won the bid, worth £4.5 million over three years, to deliver music education services in the county as part of the Government’s plan to ensure every child has the chance to fulfil their musical potential.
Soundhub has four main aims: to ensure that every child aged five to 18 has the opportunity to learn a musical instrument; to provide opportunities to play in ensembles and to perform; to ensure that musical progression is available and affordable to all; and to ensure that every pupil has the chance to sing in choirs and other vocal groups. Activity for students is organised both in and out of school.

For further information on Soundhub please visit www.soundhubkent.com. To learn about joining county music groups and choirs, tuition and instrument hire, visit www.kent-music.com or call 01622 691212.
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Notes to editors

· Soundhub is based on collaborative partnerships with Kent Music, Kent County Council, schools, academies, universities and music organisations. Medway Council’s allocation is awarded separately.
· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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