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SOPHIE BRINGS PASSION FOR MUSIC TO ASHFORD & SHEPWAY
Musician and concert manager Sophie Plumb has been given the task of inspiring Ashford and Shepway’s young people to make music and sing. 
Sophie has been appointed as the local leader for Ashford and Shepway by Soundhub, one of 122 Music Education Hubs funded by Arts Council England to co-ordinate and commission music education programmes across Kent.
Originally from Cheshire, Sophie was first inspired to take up the flute aged 14 after moving to a secondary school with a highly active and motivated music department.

She said: “Over the next four years, I started to pick up other instruments including the cello and tenor saxophone so I could join more and more ensembles and it was there my passion for music began. I’m really looking forward to helping the young people of Ashford and Shepway have some of the same opportunities to develop their musical skills.”
Sophie graduated with a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of Birmingham in 2010 then worked as orchestra and concert manager with the City of London Sinfonia organising two seasons of Opera Holland Park and concerts in many prestigious venues including St Pauls Cathedral, Cadogan Hall and the Royal Albert Hall.

She went on to join Kent Music, where she assisted with a range of projects including County Groups, Orchestra ONE, Music CORE and tuition. Outside music, Sophie has a passion for tennis ​– she is an avid follower of Andy Murray – and enjoys playing netball and horse riding.

Chief executive Peter Bolton said: “Soundhub can make a real difference to children in Kent and I am delighted to have talented music educators such as Sophie to push forward inspiring music education in the county. Our aim is to have more young people of all backgrounds singing and playing musical instruments together, which also helps with wider learning and social skills.” 
Soundhub was launched in 2012 after a partnership led by Kent Music won the bid, worth £4.5 million over three years, to deliver music education services in the county as part of the Government’s plan to ensure every child has the chance to fulfil their musical potential.
Soundhub has four main aims: to ensure that every child aged five to 18 has the opportunity to learn a musical instrument; to provide opportunities to play in ensembles and to perform; to ensure that musical progression is available and affordable to all; and to ensure that every pupil has the chance to sing in choirs and other vocal groups. Activity for students is organised both in and out of school.

For further information on Soundhub please visit www.soundhubkent.com. To learn about joining county music groups and choirs, tuition and instrument hire, visit www.kent-music.com or call 01622 691212.
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Notes to editors

· Soundhub is based on collaborative partnerships with Kent Music, Kent County Council, schools, academies, universities and music organisations. Medway Council’s allocation is awarded separately.
· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
Press enquiries

For more information, images and interviews, please contact:
Pip Clarkson at Edwards Harvey PR & Marketing

Tel: 01622 604600
Email: pip.clarkson@edwardsharvey.com
