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MARK BRINGS PASSION FOR MUSIC TO CANTERBURY AND SWALE
Musician Mark Smith has been given the task of inspiring young people in Canterbury and Swale to play instruments and sing. 
Mark has been appointed as the local leader by Soundhub, one of 122 Music Education Hubs funded by Arts Council England to co-ordinate and commission music education programmes across Kent.
The experienced singer, songwriter and musician discovered his love of performing aged three when he was given a solo to sing in church. He studied piano and cello from an early age and has since taught himself a number of other instruments, performing with various bands and ensembles and working as a session player and arranger.
Recently he composed and directed a musical extravaganza that was performed by school pupils, professional musicians and dancers in front of thousands at Viking Bay, Broadstairs.
After a variety of jobs, Mark’s love of music eventually led him to working as a music specialist in a special educational needs school in Kent. There he qualified with a Diploma in Teaching in the Lifelong Sector, with music as his specialist subject. Over recent years he has worked extensively with children and young people, helping them to develop musicianship and band skills.

Outside work, he is actively involved in musical development within his local church where he is also a worship leader. Mark also loves football, badminton, tennis, cycling and following the fortunes of Newcastle United.
Peter Bolton said: “Soundhub is making a real difference to children in Kent and I am delighted to have talented music educators such as Mark to push forward inspiring music education in the county. Our aim is to have more young people of all backgrounds singing and playing musical instruments together, which also helps with wider learning and social skills.” 
Soundhub was launched in 2012 after a partnership led by Kent Music won the bid, worth £4.5 million over three years, to deliver music education services in the county as part of the Government’s plan to ensure every child has the chance to fulfil their musical potential.
Soundhub has four main aims:

· every child aged five to 18 given the opportunity to learn a musical instrument

· opportunities to play in ensembles and to perform; 
· musical progression available and affordable to all
· opportunity to sing in choirs and other vocal groups.

Activity for students is organised both in and out of school.

For further information on Soundhub please visit www.soundhubkent.com. To learn about joining county music groups and choirs, tuition and instrument hire, visit www.kent-music.com or call 01622 691212.

ends
Notes to editors

· Soundhub is based on collaborative partnerships with Kent Music, Kent County Council, schools, academies, universities and music organisations. Medway Council’s allocation is awarded separately.
· Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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