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SOUNDHUB SUPPORTS TELLING OF DRAMATIC SMUGGLERS’ TALE
Soundhub, the music education hub for Kent, is funding an exciting community show to be performed during the Deal Festival that tells the story of a major event in Dover and Deal’s colourful smuggling past.
The Burning of the Boats is a compelling, action-packed drama, acted and sung with son et lumiere, featuring pupils from local schools, the Pharos Choir and the White Cliffs Community Wind Band.
Written by Deal Festival Education Director David Burridge and the award-winning librettist Martin Riley, The Burning of the Boats is set on the night in 1784 when William Pitt ordered the burning of the boats on Deal beach to suppress the lucrative local smuggling trade.
Soundhub funded a presentation of the new 40-minute community work to music and drama teachers at a workshop in the Astor Community Theatre, Deal, in March and now students from primary and secondary schools in Sandwich, Deal and Dover are preparing to take part.
The Burning of the Boats will be performed at 6pm on Tuesday July 2 at Nye Hall, Duke of Yorks’ School, Dover, following a ticketed dress rehearsal at 6pm on Sunday June 30. Tickets for the dress rehearsal are £4 and tickets for the main performance are £6 available from The Festival Box Office on 01304 370220, website www.theastor.org.
Soundhub is also working with Deal Festival organisers to present Dover Play Day on Tuesday June 18, a chance for primary school children to experience working together in a large ensemble.
Classes that have been learning a musical instrument for the first time this year celebrate their progress by coming together at Dover Town Hall to form a massive orchestra. They will play carefully selected pieces, including We Will Rock You, Ode to Joy and Drunken Sailor, encouraged by pupils from Dover Secondary Schools and the Deal Festival Education Team who will play alongside the primary pupils.

Peter Bolton, chief executive of Soundhub, said: “Soundhub aims to encourage participation in music and singing by people of all ages. We are delighted to be able to work closely with the organisers of the Deal Festival to give both children and adults two such wonderful opportunities to develop their playing and performing experience.”
For more information about Soundhub please visit www.soundhubkent.com and for full details of all the events in the Deal Festival visit www.dealfestival.co.uk.

ends
Notes for editors: David Burridge regularly conducts Kent Youth Wind Orchestra and other groups at the annual Kent Music Summer Courses at Benenden School and performs himself as a euphonium player and cellist.
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