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BOOK NOW TO BE ON COURSE FOR A GREAT SUMMER OF MUSIC
Organisers of Kent Music Summer School say it is vital to book early for July 2014 with more than 1,000 young people expected to sign up for courses ranging from musical theatre to wind bands and jazz groups to recorder ensembles.
Phill Hyde, from Kent Music, who manages the summer school, said: “The summer school has been running successfully for more than 60 years, and is constantly updated to keep up with modern requirements.

“Courses in musical theatre and jazz have been added to more traditional courses in orchestral and string ensembles that have run from the start. There is also the chance to sing in a choir, whether you’re a complete beginner or planning to study music at university.” 
The 2014 Kent Music Summer School will be held July 10-28, offering a range of residential courses at Benenden School, set in 240 acres of Kent countryside near Cranbrook. Anyone can apply for a place and there are no auditions. Children are placed in consultation with their music teacher, taking account of their experience and ability.

More than 1,000 places are available for young people to develop their musical talents using purpose-built facilities, playing in wind bands, symphony orchestras, string orchestras, jazz ensembles and recorder groups. Everyone who takes part is encouraged to sing in the course chorus and each course culminates in a concert for family and friends.

Phill added: “While many music summer schools and band camps have struggled over the years, Kent Music Summer School continues to attract students of all standards, from beginners to advanced musicians, allowing them all to enjoy the many benefits of making music with others. It allows young people to flourish in an atmosphere of encouragement, expertise and enjoyment with many of our students becoming firm friends as well as better musicians.

“Recent courses introduced over the last couple of years have proved so successful that early booking is essential. Obviously, we have to ensure instrumental and choral balance, so it is important to register your interest as soon as possible to make sure you get the course you want.”

When students aren’t rehearsing, there’s plenty to do with a wide range of recreational facilities, including a swimming pool, tennis and squash courts as well as an on-site shop. Students are provided with mainly individual rooms, high-quality catering, and are looked after by a team of experienced supervisors, qualified nurses and lifeguards.
For more information, visit www.kent-music.com, or contact Valerie Cordina, summer school administrator, on 01622 358402 / email: vcordina@kent-music.com.
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Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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