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KENT MUSIC SUMMER SCHOOL PRICES HELD AT 2014 LEVEL
More than 1,000 young people are expected to sign up for this year’s Kent Music Summer School and the good news for parents is that prices are being held at the 2014 rate.
Phill Hyde, who manages the summer school, said: “The Summer School will be notching up its 68th year in 2015 and we are delighted to say we are able to keep prices at 2014 levels. Our programme is constantly adapted to reflect students’ requirements and once again we have added musical theatre and jazz to the more traditional courses in orchestral and string ensembles that have run from the beginning.”
The 2015 Kent Music Summer School will be held between July 9 and July 27, offering a range of six-day and three-day residential courses at Benenden School, set in 240 acres of Kent countryside near Cranbrook. Anyone can apply for a place and there are no auditions. Children are placed in consultation with their music teacher, taking account of their experience and ability.

Phill said: “These courses allow musicians to flourish in an unrivalled atmosphere of encouragement, expertise and enjoyment. Friendships develop between those with similar musical interests and for many the Summer School has become an annual event not to be missed. Anyone, regardless of where they live or are educated, can apply for a place. Singing is fundamental and youngsters with or without experience will be welcomed on the choral courses.”
Young people can develop their musical talents using purpose-built facilities, playing in wind bands, symphony orchestras, string orchestras, jazz ensembles and recorder groups. Everyone who takes part is encouraged to sing in the course chorus and each course culminates in a concert for family and friends.

When students aren’t rehearsing, there’s plenty to do with a wide range of recreational facilities, including a swimming pool, tennis and squash courts as well as an on-site shop. Students are provided with mainly individual rooms, high-quality catering, and are looked after by a team of experienced supervisors, qualified nurses and lifeguards.

This year’s courses are:

July 9-14 Wind Band Course, Grades: 3-8
July 16-21 Orchestral Course, Grades: Strings 6-8, Wind/Brass 7-8
July 16-21 String Orchestra Course, Grades: 4-6

July 22-24 Jazz Course, Grades: 3-8

July 22-24 Junior String Course, Grades: 1-3
July 25-27 Musical Theatre Singing Courses, ages 12-19

July 25-27 Junior Singing Course, ages 8-11 i.e. Years 4-6
July 25-27 Recorder Course, all standards
Six-day courses cost £350 and three-day courses cost £175, with discounts available for parents booking more than one child or a child attending multiple courses. Kent Music can write to school heads to support your request for release days.
Phill added: “Obviously, we have to ensure instrumental and choral balance, so it is important to register your interest as soon as possible to make sure you get the course you want. Early booking is encouraged and we ask parents to apply before Friday March 6 to avoid disappointment.”

For more information, visit www.kent-music.com, or contact Valerie Cordina, summer school administrator, on 01622 358402 / email: vcordina@kent-music.com.
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Kent Music, founded in 1948, is a registered education charity and one of the largest music education services in Europe. It delivers instrumental and vocal teaching to more than 14,000 students; employs some 200 peripatetic teachers both full-time and part-time; and organises music groups and summer schools. Kent Music is a partner in music education with Kent County Council.
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